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stay informed
a birdy told us you were in need 
of some local news. follow us at 
@TheBreezeJMU
UPB’s fall concert features band 
behind hit single ‘rude’
JmU defeats UCLa and 
st. Bonaventure on 
opening weekend
you shouldn’t post news 
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on campus when 
I was there. 
The only time 
people moved off 
campus was their 
senior year or if 
they got married.
QUOTE of the day
neWs | 3





Serving James Madison University Since 1922
BreezeJMU.org
Be honest
tell ‘em how you really feel. 




Lace up your shoes
‘JmU runner’ remains harrisonburg icon and committed dukes fan
December grads enter 




Finding a job is a definite priority, 
especially for students planning on grad-
uating this December.
Maggie Ovian, a senior Spanish major, 
is one of those students.
“I am really excited … I am very, very 
happy that I have this time to not be 
bothered with school and stuff and just 
only be focused,” she said. Ovian thinks 
that her early graduation will give her 
time to find a job and get settled. 
While some students are worried 
about finding a job after graduation, 
Ehsan Ahmed, a professor in the College 
of Business and head of the Department 
of Economics, said that the unemploy-
ment rate stands at 5.8 percent in the 
U.S., which is the lowest it’s been since 
the 2007-08 economic recession. 
According to Bureau of Labor Sta-
tistics, the unemployment rate was 5 
percent in December 2007. In June 2009, 
it was 9.5 percent and by October 2009, 
it was 10 percent.   
Ahmed also states, “During the recent 
recession, most of the unemployed are 
non college graduates.”
Along with the low unemployment 
see joB, page 3
By PatRick MoRtieRe
The Breeze
Drones were buzzing about in Har-
risonburg on a mission to educate. 
A research team made up of JMU 
students, faculty and community 
members came together on Satur-
day with a task. In the parking lot of 
the Rockingham County Communi-
ty Development building on East Gay 
Street, the team braced for the chilly 
weather as they traced the outlines of 
a Harrisonburg that once was. 
By using packaging tape to secure 
down bright, yellow barricade tape, 
the team was able to map out the foot-
prints of 16 houses that were removed 
during the 1960s urban renewal of 
downtown Harrisonburg.  
Once the perimeters of the struc-
tures were outlined, Rob Thompson, 
a double Duke alumnus (’10, ’13) 
and founder of Shenandoah Drones, 
and D. Lee Beard, director of media 
production services for JMU’s Center 
for Instructional Technology, piloted 
drones around the parking lot.
For Sean McCarthy, an assistant 
professor in the School of Writing, 
Rhetoric and Technical Commu-
nication, having drones record the 
development gave the team an 
opportunity to use digital media and 
technology to bridge the past with the 
present and provide others with the 
ability to make comparisons. 
“Part of what the Shenandoah 
Living Archive will do is to make 
connections between culture, lived 
experience, the physical environment 
— to help us understand the forces 
that shape where we live,” McCarthy 
said.
The project was a component of 
McCarthy’s Digital Rhetoric (WRTC 
450) class, which looks at digital media 
and design in ways of presenting 
see uRBaN, page 4 
By RoByN MuRRay
contributing writer
You’ve seen him. White-haired. Hunched 
forward. Driven.
The JMU Runner.
He can be seen jogging around Harrison-
burg and JMU on weekdays in the afternoon, 
weekends any time, always wearing his pur-
ple basketball jersey and shorts. Always 
number 30. 
He is 65-year-old half-marathon runner 
Vance LeMasters. 
“I got really interested in running track 
when I was a kid because I was fast,” LeMas-
ters said. “I was the only seventh-grader on 
the eighth-grade track team,” LeMasters said.
Winning his first ribbon in middle school 
in 1962, LeMasters crushed the 880-yard 
relay, and continued to rack up yards and 
ribbons throughout his track team career, 
especially in the dashes. 
“I ran before it was fashionable to run,” 
he said.
Growing up in Akron, Ohio, LeMasters 
later moved to the Shenandoah Valley to 
serve as a minister in a few different church-
es, ending up at Mabel Memorial Chapel in 
Harrisonburg and retiring after two years. He 
lived in Elkton for about 10 years and then 
settled in Harrisonburg with his wife and 
seven children, all of whom pursued athlet-
ics, except for the youngest, who, LeMasters 
says with pride, “is a bookworm.”
Divorcing later on, LeMasters used run-
ning to keep him “sane and help during 
tough times.” 
More recently, running in at least five or 
six races a year with his oldest daughter and 
son has simply become a habit. 
During the races, cheers like, “Old 
see RuNNeR, page 9
Dukes stay alive
JmU men’s soccer wins Caa title 
sunday with 1-0 win over delaware
Tracing the history of downtown
JMU research team uses drones to map houses that were demolished during urban renewal
erin WiLLiams / the Breeze
mark oWen / the Breeze
CoUrtesy of d. Lee Beard
Vance leMasters, 65, is known as the “JMu runner” around town. 
originally from ohio, he moved to the shenandoah Valley to be a 
minister at Mabel Memorial Chapel, and retired after two years. 
The Dukes dominated Saturday, setting several records as they 
defeated the Spiders 55-20 for their sixth straight win.
A camera attached to a drone collects aerial photos of the rockingham County 
Community development building and its parking lot for the shenandoah living Archive.
Head men’s soccer coach 
Tom Martin will coach on as the 
No.6-seeded Dukes defeated the 
top-seeded University of Dela-
ware 1-0 in Newark, Delaware, 
on Sunday to win the Colonial 
Athletic Association champion-
ship. With the win, JMU becomes 
the first No. 6 seed to win the title 
in CAA tournament history, and 
the Dukes will advance to the 
NCAA tournament for the 14th 
time in program history. 
In Martin’s final season, JMU 
beat No. 3 Hofstra University 
2-0 at Hofstra in the CAA tour-
nament quarterfinals on Nov. 8. 
The Dukes then advanced to play 
the No. 2-seeded University of 
North Carolina at Wilmington on 
Friday in the quarterfinals, win-
ning 2-0 to become the first No. 
6 seed to make the CAA tourna-
ment finals since 1993. 
On Sunday, redshirt sopho-
more forward Connor Coward 
scored a goal in the 21st minute 
to help propel JMU past the Blue 
Hens and give the Dukes their 
fifth CAA title in program history. 
Redshirt sophomore goal-
keeper Kyle Morton recorded 
a clean sheet in each of the 
three games of the tournament, 
including 11 total saves — five on 
Sunday against Delaware. 
JMU’s previous CAA titles 
came in 1992, 1993, 1994 and 
2001, all under Martin, who’s in 
his 29th season as head coach. 
JMU’s last NCAA tournament 
appearance was in 2011, an at-
large bid. That year, JMU beat 
Wake Forest University in the 
second round before falling to 
the University of Connecticut in 
the round of 16. 
The Dukes will find out who 
they’ll be playing in the NCAA 
tournament during the selection 
show at 1 p.m. today. The tour-
nament consists of 48 teams and 
the first round will be played on 
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The Breeze, the student-run newspaper 
of James Madison University, serves 
student, faculty and staff readership by 
reporting news involving the campus 
and local community. The Breeze strives 
to be impartial and fair in its reporting 
and firmly believes in First Amendment 
rights.
Published Monday and Thursday 
mornings, The Breeze is distributed 
throughout James Madison University 
and the local Harrisonburg community.  
Single copies of The Breeze are 
distributed free of charge. Additional 
copies are available for 50 cents 
by contacting our business office. 
Comments and complaints should be 























































Missing something? Send us your events at breezecopy@gmail.com.
WORLD NEWS
Obama, US to aid 
with climate work
Tribune News Service
BRISBANE, Australia — President 
Barack Obama announced Saturday 
that the United States will contribute $3 
billion to an international fund designed 
to help developing countries cut carbon 
emissions and prepare responses to the 
effects of climate change.
The U.S. commitment follows pledg-
es to the Green Climate Fund from other 
countries including $1 billion each from 
France and Germany and $500 million 
from Sweden.
Created in 2009, the fund was set up 
to help developing countries turn away 
from inexpensive but carbon-producing 
energy sources such as coal, while also 
helping them prepare for the effects of 
climate change such as rising sea levels.
Obama made the pledge as he 
attended a meeting in Brisbane of the 
G20, leaders of the world’s 20 largest 
economies.
Environmentalists applauded the 
announcement, noting that it came just 
days after Obama reached an agreement 
with China to curb carbon emissions in 
the two countries.” 
But Republicans criticized it as defy-
ing the midterm elections that punished 
Obama’s Democrats.
UN investigates US 
torture involvement 
Tribune News Service
GENEVA — The United States came 
under heavy scrutiny Wednesday from 
U.N. experts investigating whether it had 
violated the terms of a global treaty that 
prohibits torture.
The panel quizzed Obama adminis-
tration officials not just on the treatment 
of suspected terrorists held at CIA so-call 
“black sites” during the administration 
of President George W. Bush, but also 
the practices of U.S. police officers and 
prison guards. Among the topics were 
prolonged solitary confinement in pris-
ons and the sexual abuse of inmates.
Mary E. McLeod, the acting legal 
adviser to the U.S. State Department, 
acknowledged that in the wake of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, attacks, “We did not 
always live up to our own values, includ-
ing those reflected in the convention,” a 
reference to the 1984 U.N. Convention 
against Torture, which the United States 
and 155 other nations have signed. 
“As President Obama has acknowl-
edged, we crossed the line and we take 
responsibility for that,” she said.
The session was part of the periodic 
review of U.S. compliance with the anti-
torture convention. The U.S. was last 
reviewed in May 2006.
G20 leaders call for 
aid to combat Ebola 
Tribune News Service
 BRISBANE, Australia — President 
Barack Obama and other leaders of 
the world’s largest economies urged 
governments worldwide to swift-
ly send money, health-care workers 
and equipment to combat the deadly 
Ebola outbreak in the West Africa.
“We invite those governments that 
have yet to do so to join in providing 
financial contributions, appropriately 
qualified and trained medical teams 
and personnel, medical and protec-
tive equipment, and medicines and 
treatments,” the Group of 20 countries 
urged in a statement issued Saturday.
Some nations have contributed. 
But international health experts have 
warned that the response remains 
dangerously inadequate to meet the 
needs in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra 
Leone.
Obama for months has led the effort 
to urge others to contribute — includ-
ing this week on his eight-day trip to 
China, Myanmar and Australia — but 
with limited success.
But Australia caused controversy by 
becoming the first developed country 
to close its borders to people traveling 
from West Africa.
UN accuses ISIL of 
war crimes in Syria
Tribune News Service
GENEVA — Members of the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant have carried 
out war crimes on “a massive scale” 
against captured fighters and civilians in 
areas of northeast Syria under its control, 
United Nations investigators said Friday.
“[ISIL] has beheaded, shot and stoned 
men, women and children in public plac-
es in towns and villages across northeast 
Syria,” according to a report by the U.N.’s 
International Commission of Inquiry on 
Violations in Syria. It said the conclusions 
were based on more than 300 interviews 
with victims and eyewitnesses who fled 
and on photographs and videos.
Paulo Pinheiro, the Brazilian chair of 
the commission, called the testimonies 
shocking and said they formed impor-
tant evidence that the Islamic State has 
committed war crimes and crimes against 
humanity to silence and subjugate Syrians 
living under its control. 
The group uses the practice of “tak-
fir,” declaring someone to be a heretic, in 
order to justify attacks on any individual 
or group it perceives to be a challenge to 
its power, the report said.
Compiled from Tribune News 
Service.
NATIONAL NEWS
W.Va campus, family 
mourn death of pledge
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette
MORGANTOWN, W.Va. — During his short life, 
Nolan M. Burch had an energy that pulled people 
together and lifted others when they were down.
Fittingly, in that spirit, hundreds — most of 
them fellow students — gathered in the cold on 
the West Virginia University campus Friday eve-
ning to comfort each other as they remembered 
the young man during a brief candlelight vigil on 
the green outside the student union.
“The two or three months I knew Nolan were 
the two or three brightest months of my life,” said 
Matt Barnard, 22, one of two Kappa Sigma frater-
nity brothers who spoke of Burch, 18, a fraternity 
pledge who died early Friday. 
Burch, a pre-sports management major from 
Williamsville, N.Y., died at Ruby Memorial Hos-
pital in Morgantown, two days after he was 
found unresponsive on the floor of an off-cam-
pus fraternity house, an incident WVU officials 
have characterized as a “catastrophic medical 
emergency.”  
Obama, Congress set to 
clash over pipeline
Tribune Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — Democrats’ efforts to press 
a vote on the controversial Keystone XL pipeline 
appear to be setting up the first legislative post-
election showdown between the White House and 
Congress.
President Barack Obama struck a landmark 
deal on climate change with his Chinese counter-
part that the GOP immediately denounced, and he 
repeated his intent to change the immigration sys-
tem through executive action by year’s end, bringing 
accusations of overreach from Republicans.
Now, his party’s Senate leaders have authorized 
a vote for Tuesday on a bill introduced by Sen. Mary 
L. Landrieu, D-La., to approve the long-delayed 
Keystone project, with an eye toward boosting her 
chances of retaining her seat in her state’s Senate 
runoff election next month. 
A similar bill sponsored in the House by 
Landrieu’s opponent, Rep. Bill Cassidy, passed easi-
ly in a vote Friday, as have previous House proposals 
on the pipeline.
Ex-cop indicted during 
security crackdown
Tribune Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — A former Oklahoma City 
police officer has been indicted on charges of train-
ing people to lie about crimes during polygraph tests 
as part of the Obama administration’s unprecedent-
ed crackdown on security violators and leakers.
Douglas Williams, 69, is accused of committing 
mail fraud and obstructing justice in a five-count 
indictment handed down Thursday in the Western 
District of Oklahoma. The indictment alleges that 
Williams, who runs the website Polygraph.com, 
trained two undercover agents to lie or conceal 
crimes during government lie-detector tests.
“Williams, who was paid for both training ses-
sions, is alleged to have instructed the individuals 
to deny having received his polygraph training,” the 
Justice Department said in a news release sent out 
Friday. By attempting to prosecute the instructor, 
federal officials are adopting a controversial legal 
stance that sharing such information should be 
treated as a crime and isn’t protected under the First 
Amendment in some circumstances.
GOP prepares assault 
on EPA water proposal 
Tribune Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON —A different environmen-
tal proposal is heading to a showdown between 
Republicans and the White House, in part due to 
strong pressure from Kentucky farm interests and 
lawmakers.
The proposed “Waters of the United States” rule 
was announced earlier this year in an attempt to 
simplify and clarify which waterways are covered 
by the Clean Water Act and which ones aren’t.
Now both Kentucky senators are on record with 
their Republican colleagues in opposing the propos-
al. The House already voted to derail the measure, 
which comes from the U.S. Environmental Protec-
tion Agency and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 
Friday marked the final day that the public could 
formally submit comments on the proposal, and 
the EPA was deluged with more than 250,000 com-
ments as of Friday morning. Now the EPA and the 
Army Corps will move toward finalizing the rule.
Compiled from Tribune News Service.
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from front
rate, Ahmed said that he remains optimistic and 
believes that things are improving.
“If the current rate of job creation continues for 
another couple of years, we will probably be back 
to the level we were at back in 2007,” Ahmed said. 
“The overall job markets are changing globally.”
According to Ahmed, the number of jobs avail-
able are increasing, with different industries than 
before. 
“In the beginning of every recovery, you have 
more jobs with more successful companies, 
especially big [information technology] com-
panies,” Ahmed said. “Some of the initial job 
creation is created in places like Google and 
other telecommunication industries. Gradually 
then, they spill over.” 
College graduates are having more luck find-
ing jobs because IT companies are looking for 
employees who have skills that come from a col-
lege education, according to Ahmed. 
“Companies are looking for college graduates 
with skills,” Ahmed said. “These skills are not 
just limited to having IT skills, they also need 
writing skills. When you get a good college edu-
cation, it prepares 
you for lots of differ-
ent organizations.”
A c c o r d i n g  t o 
Denise Rudolph, the 
assistant director of 
employer relations 
and recruiting at JMU 
Career & Academic 
Planning, if students 
take full advantage 
of the tools JMU has 
to offer, then they 
should have a good 
chance of landing 
a job before they 
graduate. 
“We do have those 
students that  are 
very on the ball, they 
are go-getters, they 
start early, they are 
prepared and they 
make their own suc-
cess,” Rudolph said. 
“If a student is doing 
all of those things, 
d e p e n d i n g  u p o n 
what they are look-
ing for, then yes, that 
student will have a 
full-time position 
prior to graduation, 
or directly following 
graduation.”
Rudolph encourages students to look into 
CAP’s resources, which include helping students 
with interviews, finding internships and editing 
resumes.
Rudolph also recommended Recruit-a-Duke, 
an online resource that allows students to post 
resumes and employers to post job or internship 
listings.
The site helped Michael Morsch, a senior 
finance major, find a permanent position as a 
supply chain associate following an internship.
“I got this job through an internship, and I got 
that internship through Recruit-a-Duke,” Morsch 
said. “I am excited, I think its going to be fun, I 
am ready for it.”
As an intern, Morsch worked on regulating the 
wastewater chemicals that are used in a facility 
and researched reasons for the cost increase over 
the past year and ways of reducing it. 
CAP advisers are another valuable resource 
that Rudolph suggested. Many students, includ-
ing Caitlin McAvoy, a senior musical theatre 
major, have been able to speak to advisers and 
receive guidance about job hunting and getting 
internships. 
“I have been to [CAP] — especially earlier in 
college — to kind of figure out my action plan 
of how I was going to get through college and 
beyond, and that was really helpful,” McAvoy said.
Rudolph suggested that students start early 
when planning for internships and future jobs, 
and advises that students speak to an adviser 
before the end of their sophomore year. 
While McAvoy started early with her planning, 
she wishes she could have done things differently 
during her time at JMU. 
“I would have just taken more risks and not 
been so worried about messing up and making 
mistakes, because we are here to learn, and JMU 
is like a really safe place to explore yourself and to 
figure out what you want and where you want to 
go,” McAvoy said.
Although most graduating students are sad to 
leave, many feel well-prepared to enter the world 
outside of college. 
“I definitely think college is an amazing four 
years and I would do it over in a heartbeat, but 
JMU has made me excited to go further,” McAvoy 
said.




Public hearing held on 
high-speed rail in Va.
 
The first of several public meetings was 
held last Wednesday in an effort to gauge 
residents’ opinions about a high-speed 
train service between Northern Virginia 
and a part of Chesterfield County. 
According to officials from the Vir-
ginia Department of Rail and Public 
Transportation, roughly 60 people 
were in attendance for the hearing. The 
feedback from residents will be used by 
officials to consider the best option to 
connect the two areas. 
According to The Richmond Times-
Dispatch, the proposed site for the rail 
is the 123-mile stretch of land that runs 
alongside Interstate 95, and if further 
plans are approved, there could poten-
tially be a high-speed rail running from 
Jacksonville, Florida, to Washington 
D.C.
The next two meetings will be held in 
Northern Virginia this week, and hear-
ings are expected to continue into 2016. 
Steven Ollek, a resident of Chester-
field who works for the Department of 
Defense at the Fort Lee military base, 
believes the high-speed railway would 
be a travel incentive for those offput by 
the current transportation options. 
“I’d be more inclined to stay in Rich-
mond and work in D.C. if I had that 
high-speed opportunity versus taking 
Amtrak every day, which right now is 
way too expensive and takes too long,” 
Ollek said.
alExandria 
Hannah Graham memorial 
held at former high school
Family members, friends and former 
teachers celebrated the life of Han-
nah Graham at her memorial at West 
Potomac High School in Alexandria, 
Virginia, on Saturday according to The 
Roanoke Times. 
The 1,000 attendees remembered 
Graham, who disappeared on the 
morning of Sept. 13 and whose remains 
were found at an abandoned property 
in Albemarle County on Oct. 18.
The sophomore University of Virgin-
ia student was known to many for her 
wit, intelligence and passion for life. 
Steve Rice, her former high school band 
teacher, shared stories about Graham’s 
love of Elvis songs and her lighthearted 
annoyance at playing pieces that fea-
tured the clarinet section.
“She had a great wit — it could be 
snarky at times but that’s what we loved 
about her,” Rice said.
Authorities say Jesse Matthew, a for-
mer hospital orderly who was last seen 
with Graham on surveillance cameras, 
was charged with the abduction of Gra-
ham and has been forensically linked to 
a 2005 sexual assault and the 2009 dis-
appearance and death of Virginia Tech 
student Morgan Harrington.
Matthew was transferred to Fairfax 
County, where he pleaded not guilty to 
the charges from the 2005 case. Mat-
thew is also scheduled for preliminary 
hearing on Dec. 15 in Charlottesville for 
Graham’s disappearance. 
Graham’s parents thanked those who 
attended the memorial. 
“Hannah was always able to steal the 
show,” her father said. “We think she 
would have made important contribu-
tions to society in the years ahead.”
Campus crossroads
Warren Hall renovation aims to give students a meeting place between classes
By Chris kEnt
The Breeze
Warren Hall has been a hallmark of bring-
ing students together since its opening in 1971. 
Its trademark terrace draws students outside 
to enjoy a view of East Campus and the sur-
rounding mountains in both cold weather and 
warm summer days. As a 40-year-old building, 
it has needed some house maintenance, and 
is being renovated to accommodate a growing 
student population as part of JMU’s develop-
ment plan.
The construction on Warren will add a host 
of student activities and lounge space. The 
Dux Center, which now holds JMU leadership 
programs such as Kijiji, will be housed on the 
third floor of Warren, which will also house 
a  student lounge acting as the centerpiece of 
the building.  
The Student Government Association and 
University Program Board will open up into 
the lounge, and Fraternity and Sorority Life, 
now located on the fourth floor, will connect to 
the lounge via an open stairwell. Moved from 
Taylor Hall, SGA, UPB and FSL will get new 
office space in Warren. 
University Unions Director Dave Barnes 
sees the space as a place to foster community 
between students by giving them a place to 
come to between classes to meet with friends 
for homework, or just hang out. Barnes hopes 
to capture the spirit of Warren as it was when it 
was built in the early 1970s, previously referred 
to as “The Airport Lounge.”
“What we want to capture is, again what we 
had, back in the late 1990s. Students would 
meet, and they would say, ‘OK let’s meet in 
The Airport Lounge for dinner,’” Barnes said. 
“It then became the crossroads of campus. 
Our hope is that energy of people coming 
through, finding places to congregate and be 
engaged, this [Warren Hall] is our example of 
that.” 
Located in the middle of campus, Warren 
acts as a bridge for those coming from the 
Quad and up from the Village — it’s a meeting 
ground for every student. However, as JMU’s 
student body has grown, there’s been a need 
for more space. The construction of the Stu-
dent Success Center succeeded in providing 
students with a more spacious place to study 
and more office space for departments. 
see warrEn, page 4
The economic recession that began in 2007-08 was a financially tumultuous time for many. Since then, the unemployment rate has decreased to 5.8 percent and the job market is improving. 
graphic by blair roseN / the breeze
joB | students use cap adviser as employment resource
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Warren Hall began renovations over the summer, and improvements are expected to be completed by 
spring. SGA and UPB offices were moved from Taylor Hall and will receive new office space in Warren.
The Harrisonburg Police Department is inves-
tigating a burglary that took place on the 1300 
block of Hunters Road. According to Sgt. Jason 
Kidd, police received a home invasion and rob-
bery report at around 4:30 p.m Thursday. 
The victims of the robbery said two men who 
were wearing dark clothes and masks allegedly 
forced their way into the apartment after knock-
ing on the door. After entering, the men threatened 
the victims with handguns before stealing several 
items and fleeing the residence, according to Kidd.
Right after receiving the burglary report, police 
received a report of a man with a gunshot wound. 
Kidd said that police found 20-year-old Alex Brown 
outside of the 1000 block of Lois Lane. 
Kidd said Brown didn’t appear to have any 
life-threatening injuries and he was initially trans-
ported by ambulance to Sentara RMH Medical 
Center for medical treatment. 
Evidence of the wound suggest that the gunshot 
may have been unintentional and self-inflicted. 
According to Kidd, after further investigation, 
it was revealed that the Hunters Road robbery 
and Brown’s injury were related. Brown was then 
arrested on charges of robbery, conspiracy to com-
mit a robbery, use of a firearm in the commission 
of a felony, possession of a firearm after being con-
victed of a felony and petit larceny. After receiving 
medical treatment, Brown will be moved to the 
Rockingham County Regional Jail for processing. 
Kidd didn’t provide any details about any further 
treatment that Brown received and was unable to 
say whether or not Brown had been released. 
The case is still under investigation and Brown 
could be given additional charges. Anyone with 
information related to these events is asked to 
call the Criminal Investigations Division at 540-
437-2640. Anonymous tips can be submitted to 
CrimeSolvers at 540-437-5050 or by texting “HPD” 






Department charges suspect 
for robbery on Hunters Road
from page 3
Part of the 2014-15 summer improvement plan was the refur-
bishing of Warren, which created more space for students.  For 
junior health sciences major Ashley Conroy, student unions on 
campus already do a great job of providing that space.
“I like how they are very open spaces, so anyone can just 
come together, and you can move stuff around and sit down 
together,” Conroy said. “Which is what I like about [Festival] 
and TDU [Taylor Down Under], especially because all [of ] my 
clubs will meet here at a general time and group things together 
and hang out.”
Upon completion in the spring, Warren is going to be much 
more open and available for students to lounge in. Extensive 
plans are in process to open up the fifth floor ballroom of War-
ren to host more student events. Michael Comer, the director 
of communications for SGA and a sophomore communication 
studies major, is excited for the move, and said it will allow for 
more interactions among students.
“While we have always been grateful to be given a place to 
call home on campus, it will be exciting to be right in the heart 
of campus,” Comer said. “Hundreds of people will walk by our 
new space each and every day, and we can’t wait to be able to 
step out of our door and show people the exciting things on 
which we are working, as well as have conversations with stu-
dents about what matters to them so that we can continue to 
advocate on their behalf.”
Senior interdisciplinary liberal studies major Lauren Pichon 
believes that the main goal of places such as TDU and Festival 
is to provide a sense of familiarity between students. 
“I am never in [TDU] without seeing someone I recognize,” 
Pichon said. “It is a good location as people are always passing 
through. There is coffee available, there are seats to eat at and 
places to work or do whatever you need to.”
 Barnes hopes to bridge the connection between East Campus 
and the Quad through Warren by offering a halfway meeting 
place for students. Concentrating the SGA, FSL and UPB all in 
a single building will give students a one-stop destination for 
student involvement. When Ronald Carrier was president of 
Madison College, Warren acted as both the student social and 
welcome centers.
“When I arrived at Madison College the campus center was 
in Room 6 of Gibbons Hall — quite a change when we finished 
the center,” Carrier said. “It was a great place for students to 
meet and socialize.”  
With beer allowed in the dining halls and at dance parties, 
Warren previously acted as the nerve center of JMU. The renova-
tions are scheduled to be done by the end of the spring semester. 
When the construction finishes up, Warren might once again 
be as packed as “The Airport Lounge.”
contact Chris Kent at kent2cm@dukes.jmu.edu.
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urban | 93 families were relocated in the ’60s to make space for parking
from front
material that allows for others to investigate fur-
ther on their own. The information, photos and 
video footage captured from the event is expected 
to be submitted to the Shenandoah Living Archive 
— a compilation of information that makes con-
nections between the area’s past and present. 
With cameras attached, the quadcopter-like 
devices took photos of the outlines laid down by 
the research team to provide an aerial perspective 
of where the houses would’ve stood today. 
“It draws a lot of attention whenever you fly one 
of these,” Beard said. “It sounds like a swarm of 
hornets. Dogs will start barking like crazy, too.” 
At one point, spectators made their way across 
the street from the transit hub to inspect the tech-
nology further. Tristian Jackson, a Harrisonburg 
Police Department officer and WRTC major at 
JMU, is a student in McCarthy’s class and had a 
different understanding of drones and their uses 
prior to the event.
“Before this project I thought, ‘The only drones 
I can think of was spy movies where they end up 
blowing stuff up,’” Jackson said. “For me, coming 
out and looking at it, it looks more like a remote 
control airplane, but it’s ability to ascend and 
descend and hover and other things are crazy.” 
Urban renewal got its start in the early 1950s 
when the Housing Act of 1949 gave federal fund-
ing to cities to purchase land and buildings they 
considered to be in poor condition. Following 
changes made in the Housing Act of 1954, more 
and more cities got on board with the redevelop-
ment initiative, including Harrisonburg.  
According to archive documents, E.C. Wine, 
chairman of the Harrisonburg Redevelopment 
and Housing Authority, reported to City Council in 
1961 that a region labeled as the Northeast Urban 
Renewal area is “a blighted area and that it is det-
rimental and a menace to the safety, health and 
welfare of the inhabitants and users … because of 
dilapidation, obsolescence, overcrowding,” along 
with several other reasons. 
The City Council of Harrisonburg commis-
sioned Assistant City Engineer John Driver and 
Authority Director William Ayers to demolish resi-
dential dwellings north of the downtown area. The 
land was divided into sections, and block “M” was 
designated as the location where the parking lot 
now stands today. The city made arrangements 
for 74 families in the area to be placed into pub-
lic housing, while the remaining families built 
19 houses at a total estimated cost of $143,200, 
according to city documents. 
Ninety-three families in the 32-acre area were 
relocated in total, and many who were relocated 
into public housing were offered demonstrations 
on the “care and maintenance of the home and 
the planning and preparation of family meals.” 
Given the time period, white and African-Ameri-
can tenants were asked to attend the discussions 
at separate locations from each other, according 
to the announcement made by Ayers. 
As McCarthy and others began to develop the 
idea for the project, their research found a theme 
of movement and dislocation around the region. 
“The Shenandoah National Park, there had 
been families living up there for generations that 
just got forcibly removed to create the national 
park,” McCarthy said. “Then urban renewal in 
the ’60s — 30 or 40 years later — the same edict 
from the federal government moved people out 
of this area to create municipal buildings and 
parking lots.”
After more than 100 buildings were razed, E.L. 
Klingstein, the president of Plaza Corp., made the 
largest real estate transaction in the city’s histo-
ry for that time. In June 1961, Klingstein and his 
associates purchased the nearly 20 acres of land 
for $500,000 at 75 cents per square-foot, and with 
the new space, he planned to bring about a “new 
commercial area” with “ample parking.” 
McCarthy stressed that the mission of the proj-
ect wasn’t to take a declarative or biased stance, 
but rather to provide historical context to a move-
ment in Harrisonburg history that many may not 
know about. 
“The last thing that I want to do is for us … to 
make pronouncements about very sensitive top-
ics, and more to put it into people’s line of vision 
that they can make the connection between 
these ideas and between these different periods 
of history,” McCarthy said. “Our job is the repre-
sentation, and done in a mindful way that doesn’t 
force any particular interpretation, but leaves it 
open for people to do further research and make 
up their own minds and maybe make better deci-
sions in the future.”
Jackson believes the work the team has com-
pleted will provide residents in the community 
with a better understanding of the area’s past. 
With that knowledge, current and future resi-
dents can relate to the past and make decisions 
for the future accordingly. 
“We have our Iraqi population and refugees 
coming in — that connects to the future. How 
they’re treated here — we could end up repeating 
the past if we’re not aware of it,” Jackson said. “If 
they’re not educated on it, then they won’t know 
the avenues in order to fight. If urban renewal took 
place yet again in an Iraqi neighborhood, without 
this information there, then they might not know 
what true devastation is about to take place.”
contact Patrick Mortiere at 
breezenews@gmail.com.
A drone prepares to fly above and capture images of the research team as they secure barricade tape to the pavement. The view of the buildings’ footprints from 
above offers a perspective of their size and location, and allows for community members to make comparisons between structures from past and present day. 
photos by patrick mortiere  / the breeze
David Ehrenpreis (center), an associate professor in the School of Art, Design and Art History, watches 
as Kevin Hegg (left), director of systems, research and development in JMU’s Center for Instructional 
Technology, secures yellow tape to the pavement with the help of WRTC major Tristian Jackson (right). 
warren | Lounge areas to provide a sense of familiarity for studnets
“While we have always been grateful 
to be given a place to call home on 
campus, it will be exciting to be right 
in the heart of campus. hundreds of 
people will walk by our new space 
each and every day, and we can’t wait 
to be able to step out of our door and 
show people the exciting things on 
which we are working, as well as have 
conversations with students about 
what matters to them so that we can 
continue to advocate on their behalf.”
Michael comer
sophomore communication studies major 
and director of communications for SGA




‘Give peace a chance!‘
Professor and author Martha Nussbaum lectures on anger and justice
By kayla riNi
contributing writer
Many JMU students and community mem-
bers gathered on Friday afternoon to learn 
about how anger and justice concepts are incor-
porated in their daily lives. 
Health and Human Services classroom 2301 
was filled with students and faculty for the 
“Injustice and the Dubious Value of Anger” 
lecture presented by Martha Nussbaum, a law 
and ethics professor at the University of Chica-
go. She’s also a recipient of 50 honorary degrees 
and author of a number of books.
The two-hour long event focused on anger 
and injustice topics.
Nussbaum’s lecture covered the evolution of 
anger as a flight or fight response — a defense 
mechanism to a threat — and discussed the fact 
that it’s an emotion we get blinded by in law and 
personal matters. 
According to Nussbaum, our society is dom-
inated by wanting payback, which is deeply 
rooted in human psychology. 
“There are countless movies and books that 
depict the good guys humiliating the bad guys, 
or some type of punishment,” she said.
Nussbaum referenced characters in Ancient 
Greek mythology such as the furies, who were 
female deities of vengeance, and Athena, the god-
dess of wisdom and war, who valued the use of 
reason over anger or violence.
According to Nussbaum, it’s important to real-
ize that for the sake of an individual’s progress, 
one should not let anger control them.
“There are three options — one is to focus on 
how wronged you feel, the second is to focus on 
payback and the third, which is the best course 
of action, is to move forward.” Nussbaum said.
Eliza Williams-Hoover, a Harrisonburg resi-
dent, said she was fortunate to come to this 
lecture with her friend. 
“As an angry feminist for many years, I 
know how detrimental holding onto anger is,” 
Williams-Hoover said. “I think the emphasis on 
looking forward is important.”
Nussbaum also named Mahatma Gandhi, 
Martin Luther King Jr. and Nelson Mandela as 
examples of powerful leaders who led success-
ful, peaceful movements. She highlighted some 
of Mandela’s ideas, including the notion that pay-
back doesn’t give you want you want.
Nussbaum also touched on the bigger issues of 
prison reform and criminal justice. The law, Nuss-
baum said, has the job of punishing aggressors.
Nussbaum used a real-life example of a fam-
ily dealing with the murder of their daughter. 
The parents and even strangers were angry at 
the murderer and wanted them to be killed or 
put behind bars. 
The family focused their anger on the mur-
derer and didn’t see that the the murderer’s 
execution won’t bring their daughter back.
Nussbaum talked about how revenge from 
anger doesn’t change the wrongdoing inflicted.
“When a man’s blood is spilled, it cannot be 
taken back,” she said.
According to Nussbaum, there’s a common 
notion that people see anger as necessary in the 
pursuit of justice. 
“Those who are viewed as calm when they are 
wronged are seen as weak or lacking self respect,” 
she said.
Nussbaum also said that anger leads down 
bad paths. For the betterment of solving prob-
lems, it’s important to want the other party to 
work with you and not against you.
“Give peace a chance,” she said. 
The event was insightful and thought-provok-
ing for some students.
“The lecture was very interesting,” Ashley Atz-
ingen, a freshman economics major said. “It 
opened my eyes on the topic about how anger is 
an emotion that can motivate you but can con-
sume you.”
coNtact Kayla Rini at 
rinikm@dukes.jmu.edu.
teddy NelsoN  / the breeze
Martha Nussbaum, a professor at the University of Chicago, came to JMU on Friday to speak to 
audience members about methods of dealing with anger and working together to solve problems. 
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A “thanks-for-your-concern” dart to the 
girl who saw me fall face first outside of the 
Student Success Center and fell to the ground 
laughing instead of asking me if I was OK.
From a now bruised senior who was glad a 
fellow Duke got a good laugh, but would have 
appreciated a little JMU respect.
A “Foosball-and-napping-don’t-mesh” 
dart to Festival for its thoughtless design of 
the Nap Nook. 
From a senior who is sick of feeling like she’s 
trying to nap in the middle of a noisy arcade.
A “thanks-a-bunch”pat to JMU and 
everyone involved with the Passion concert 
on Tuesday. It was the best concert I’ve ever 
been to! 
From a Christian who loves seeing good 
bands come to college campuses. 
A “chill-out-man-we’re-all-human” 
dart to the person who submitted the “stop-
making-excuses” dart Thursday.
From a person who thinks we should 
all understand at this point that accidents 
happen no matter how good you are at your 
job.
A “then-why-is-it-there” dart to a local 
hair salon for continuing to run coupon ads 
and then not honoring them because they 
expired in May 2014.  (Three ads in the past 
four weeks.)
From a disgruntled “would be” customer.
A “please-publish-this!” pat to The 
Breeze’s Opinion editor. 
From a senior who needs this for a project.
A “Corey-you-beautiful-tropical-fish” 
pat to Corey Tierney for making me smile 
with his “Parks and Rec” column.
From an alumna who is now binge-
watching the show as a distraction from how 
horrible the real world is.
An “I’m-so-glad-we’re-awake” pat to 
those writers who brought up important 
political problems and social controversies 
in the Nov. 13 issue of The Breeze. Keep it 
coming.
From a student who’s reading to be socially 
engaged.
A “you’re-wonderful” pat to Shannon, a 
student worker in D-Hall Tuesday night, for 
finding the last bit of pork loin in the kitchen 
and personally going out of the way to bring 
it to my table.
From a D-Hall-loving senior who just 
couldn’t get enough of that delightful honey 
mustard pork loin.
Darts & Pats are anonymously submitted and printed on a space-available basis.
Submissions creatively depict a given situation, person or event and do not necessarily reflect the truth.
Submit Darts & Pats at breezejmu.org
PUTIN ON THE FRITZ
T-SWIFT: ANGEL OR DEVIL?
Two columnists debate over her new video on Page 8.
KEVAN HULLIGAN |  the war room
J Maddy Fact: James Madison was close friends with Thomas Jefferson, and even served as his secretary of state.
MODERN MADISON
BLAIR ROSEN / THE BREEZE
Russia’s Vladimir Putin is using old tactics to distract Russians from his appalling behavior 
Ahead of the G20 
summit, Russian troops 
have begun massing 
themselves in rebel-held 
territories within Eastern 
Ukraine. The summit 
was a large meeting held 
in Australia with world 
leaders and central bank 
officials. Lugansk and 
Donetsk, two of the rebel-held areas in the 
country, will soon be greeted by Russian 
troops, tanks and anti-aircraft equipment 
placed within the region, further heightening 
tensions. 
On top of that, a fleet of Russian warships 
has parked itself off Northeastern Australia, 
apparently under the pretense of “climate 
research.”
Is anyone else tired of Putin’s overt 
warmongering and aggressive hogwash or is it 
just me?
This former KGB thug, who’s fashioned 
himself the “glorious leader” of Russia, has 
quite honestly revealed himself to be a petty, 
imperialistic, cynical fascist seeking to bring 
back the glory days of the Soviet Union and the 
Russian Empire, starting with Eastern Ukraine. 
He’s even started putting military personnel 
and equipment in the Arctic. Who is he 
claiming to defend there? The polar bears? 
Yet, these recent developments have brought 
a different dimension to proceedings. Having 
troop movements in Ukraine and fleets of ships 
parked outside the home of the G20 summit as 
it’s about to happen is a particularly garish and 
brash action. 
The mere fact that he annexed Crimea 
was enough to show the world that he didn’t 
care about international opinion, but now 
he’s doing that (and more) while staring the 
international community in the proverbial 
face.
Why is this happening? Is he completely off 
his rocker, or is there some other plan at work 
here? I believe this is a way for him to appear 
strong in front of his citizens, if not the world. 
Why would he need to, you ask? The reason is 
that the Russian economy has hit somewhat 
of a snag. The ruble, Russia’s currency, just 
had its worst week in 11 years, with its value 
plummeting 7.9 percent. 
Also, as you may have noticed when you last 
stopped at a gas station, gas prices are falling 
quite quickly and are set to keep going down 
into next year. Sixty-eight percent of Russia’s 
exports this year consisted of oil, and with 
prices falling, that means the Russian economy 
is facing a rather difficult path ahead.
As a surprise to no one, the Ukrainian 
conflict has also put quite a damper on the 
economy, and the possibility of new sanctions 
being put on Russia by the European Union 
is becoming ever more likely. Who knew 
that when you start behaving like a fascistic, 
expansionist rogue state that people would 
suddenly stop wanting to trade with you?
Of course the rest of the world has seen this 
all before. Military aggression is just one of the 
tools in a dictator’s bag to keep the support of 
his people while the economy is circling the 
drain. 
Argentina did almost the exact same thing 
during the years of the military junta when 
they attempted an invasion of the Falkland 
Islands, and in the end the failure of the 
invasion eventually led to the downfall of the 
junta. The problem is that Putin’s approval 
ratings have not gone down as a result of his 
misdeeds, with the number standing at 88 
percent in October. 
Whether this is the result of Russian 
administration fudging the numbers or the 
scary possibility that the Russian people 
actually like the course he’s set out is uncertain 
to say the least. In any case, if Putin doesn’t 
turn course and start behaving like a civilized 
world leader, he may go the way of the 
Argentinian junta.
Kevan Hulligan is a senior political science 
major. Contact Kevan at hulligkx@dukes.
Vladimir Putin, Russia’s president, placed military forces in the Arctic and off the coast of Australia.
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Check your facts
Do some research before sharing fake news stories online
I’m tired of seeing ignorance on my 
Facebook news feed. 
The most recent example from Right 
Wing News: an article titled “Obama 
slams stay-at-home moms: ‘That’s not a 
choice we want Americans to make.’” 
I usually stay away from news sites 
called Right Wing News, because 
you know right away it’s going to be a 
severely biased opinion. But for kicks 
and giggles, I decided to read the article.
I set myself up. I really did.
The article claims that Obama is 
saying that he doesn’t want mothers 
to be stay-at-home moms by taking 
one line out of a speech where he said, 
“Sometimes, someone, usually Mom, 
leaves the workplace to stay home with 
the kids, which then leaves her earning 
a lower wage for the rest of her life as 
a result. That’s not a choice we want 
Americans to make.”
The article goes on to talk about 
how disrespectful the speech is to 
women (or men) that choose to be stay 
at home parents, even going as far to 
say, “Unlike [Obama] and his wife, not 
all parents live in an ivory tower with 
the best advantages money can buy. 
Sometimes, the best they can afford is 
to keep one parent at home to take care 
of the kids.”
Which, ironically, is what Obama was 
talking about.
Transcripts of all Presidential 
speeches are readily available on the 
White House website through a quick 
Google search. Had the writers of this 
article taken a quick look, they may 
have had a different opinion on the 
speech.
What Obama was actually saying 
in the passage that was taken out of 
context was a commentary on Rhode 
Island’s new maternity leave law which 
requires employers to give employees 
who have worked 30 or more hours for 
12 consecutive months at least 13 weeks 
of paid parental leave for two calendar 
years.
So, if they had read into it, the writer 
would have seen that Obama is on 
their side. He wants more affordable 
daycare so parents aren’t forced to quit 
their jobs and be stay-at-home parents, 
unless they want to be.
This is one very specific and relatively 
recent incident, but it happens all the 
time. How many times have you seen 
Miley Cyrus or Macaulay Culkin dead 
on your timeline because the poster 
decided to spread unresearched gossip?
People, Google is your friend. Take 
10 seconds out of your day to do a quick 
search so you don’t look silly.
Lauren Hunt is a junior media arts 
and design major. Contact Lauren at 
breezearts@gmail.com.
People, Google is your 
friend. Take 10 seconds 
out of your day to 
do a quick search so 
you don’t look silly.
JANA & JAY |  dukes doing it
Rape culture exists
It’s up to us to erase the stigmas surrounding sexual assault
On college campuses across the 
country, and right here at JMU, sexual 
violence has received increased media 
attention as an all-too-common feature 
of student life. The persistence of this 
phenomenon deserves our immediate 
and critical attention.
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, one in five 
women and one in 33 men will experi-
ence an attempted or completed rape 
in their lifetime. While in college, one in 
four women — that’s 25 percent — will 
experience an attempted or completed 
rape. It’s important to note that these 
numbers reflect only reported rape 
cases; 54 percent of rapes are not report-
ed to the police.
Rape is not the only kind of sexu-
al assault; the blanket term of sexual 
assault encompasses rape, 
incest, fondling, voyeur-
ism and indecent exposure. 
Stalking is not technically 
defined as sexual assault, 
as it may or may not have 
a sexual nature, but it’s 
often grouped with other 
crimes of sexual violence 
and intimate partner abuse 
because it’s known to occur 
frequently within these 
contexts.
Root causes for the ubiq-
uity of sexual violence in our society lie in 
fundamentally destructive gender roles 
and a general cultural-political inclina-
tion toward, and therefore validation of, 
the use of violence in the face of conflict 
(e.g. police brutality, capital punishment, 
warfare).
Our culture’s mechanisms of socializa-
tion introduce a strict gender dichotomy 
beginning when we’re young. Young 
boys are taught to seek power by means 
of aggression, and girls are taught to be 
submissive and accommodating. While 
notions of female vulnerability and male 
dominance persist as normative gender 
roles, it seems inevitable that this aggres-
sive dynamic will continue to culminate 
in physical violence against women. 
In the face of this escalating problem, 
a Women in Politics (POSC 371) class 
organized It’s On Us: Campus Conver-
sations & Initiatives to Prevent Sexual 
Assault, which held two panels last week. 
The first, held on Nov. 5, featured Zerlina 
Maxwell, a nationally recognized politi-
cal analyst and prominent speaker on 
gender inequality and domestic violence.
To explain the prevalence of sexual 
assault, Maxwell pointed to our pervasive 
rape culture. She provided the following 
definition: “Rape culture is a concept 
used to describe a culture in which 
rape and sexual violence are common, 
in which prevalent attitudes, norms, 
practices, and media normalize, excuse, 
tolerate or even condone rape.” 
Given a better understanding of what 
constitutes rape culture, you’ll be hor-
rified to notice that it’s everywhere. 
Beginning with objectification, media 
and marketing campaigns bombard us 
with images of both men and women 
near-nude, writhing suggestively, or 
otherwise sexualized at a mile a minute. 
When people are robbed of human traits 
and reduced to simple sexual beings in 
order to sell a product, we lose concern 
for their autonomy and the objectified 
become merely a means by which to sat-
isfy our own desires.
In a rape culture, rape is often used 
as the punchline of jokes or as a care-
lessly offensive rhetorical device; both 
explicit rape jokes and the casual, 
“damn, their football team raped us,” 
make light of rape 
and are extremely 
insensitive to rape 
survivors. 
Aggressive and 
coercive  pickup 
tactics are another 
prominent aspect 
of rape culture. The 
popular belief that 
the fastest and easi-
est way to get into 
someone’s pants is 
to get them a little 
liquored up first isn’t normal or healthy 
— it’s manipulative.
Both the backbone and the final 
defense of rape culture is the tenden-
cy and the desire to blame the victim 
and empathize with the rapist. When 
an individual is assaulted, we ask what 
they were wearing, how much they had 
to drink, or why they were walking alone 
at night. Our first instinct is to blame the 
behavior of the targeted individual for 
their victimization.
Efforts to prevent sexual assault should 
promote the message: Don’t rape (rather 
than: Don’t get raped). Instead of ask-
ing victimized individuals to alter their 
behavior, we should focus on creating 
a safe and healthy community environ-
ment that negates the need for additional 
precautions.
Dismantling rape culture begins with 
altering individual behavior and revamp-
ing mindsets. This means putting a stop 
to words and actions that degrade mem-
bers of a specific group and perpetuate 
social injustice by reaffirming unequal 
power structures. 
Rape jokes, objectification, disrespect 
for feminine traits, disrespect for female 
autonomy, expectations for male aggres-
siveness — these support rape culture 
and they must be identified and shut 
down. Use your head and work to be 
more sensitive; there are no blurred lines 
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‘Blank Space’: Comeback or abuse?
COURTESY OF TRIBUNE NEWS SERVICE
It’s no secret that Taylor Swift has 
been deemed “boy crazy” since she 
emerged in the music world with her 
debut album in 2006.
 From Jake Gyllenhaal to Harry 
Styles, Swift’s ex-boyfriends have 
continuously been a topic of discussion 
in the media, sometimes even to the 
point of overshadowing her insanely 
successful career.
 In a recent interview with Vanity 
Fair, Swift responded to the boy-crazy 
accusations by calling out the reporter, 
claiming that it’s sexist for the media to 
take “something that potentially should 
be celebrated — a woman writing 
about her feelings in a confessional 
way — [and] taking it and turning it 
and twisting it.”
 Swift’s new music video for her 
single “Blank Space” shows the side 
of her that the media always harps on, 
almost as if to say, “You want it? You’ve 
got it.”
 In the video, Swift’s picture-perfect 
romance with her new beau goes off 
course and she becomes the definition 
of a crazy ex-girlfriend — throwing 
things, ripping his clothes and attacking 
his car with a golf club, all the while 
screaming and crying with mascara 
streaking down her face.
 This video is obviously satirical and 
the only thing that I can see wrong 
with it is the fact that some people are 
actually taking it seriously.
 “There’s been sort of a sensational 
fictionalization of my personal life,” 
Swift said in a recent interview. 
“They’ve drawn up this profile of a girl 
who is a serial dater, jet-setting around 
with all her boyfriends … but she can’t 
keep them because she’s too emotional 
and she’s needy.”
 So what does she do with this 
character that becomes obsessed with 
her new boyfriends only to get her heart 
broken and completely fall apart later?
 She writes a song from her 
perspective, a song that has been 
admired by feminists since it was 
released last month.
 “Blank Space” portrays this villain 
that the media has made Swift out to be. 
She’s seen as a poor, hopeless girl 
consumed by love and broken by 
heartache. 
She’s the vision of a stereotypical 
recently dumped female, falling 
apart at the thought of being 
single or rejected.
 But let’s get one thing clear 
— never in this video does 
Swift promote her behavior. 
The point of this video isn’t 
to say that women can 
behave however they want 
just because they get their 
hearts broken.
 The point is to call 
out the media for their 
sexist portrayal of her, 
for judging her for 
writing about her 
relationships and 
feelings and being 
coined as “boy 
crazy” because 
s h e  w r i t e s 
from personal 
experience and 
doesn’t  hold 
anything back.
 The bottom 
line is that Swift 
is one of the 
most talented 
female artists 
a ro u n d ,  a n d 
she shouldn’t be 
confined to the 
boy-crazy girl 
the media has 
defined her as.
 What Swift has 
done in this video 
is mock everyone 
who has tried to 
stereotype her in 
a way that proves 
she can hold her 
own and won’t 
take crap from 
anyone.  
Ashleigh 
Balsamo is a 
junior media arts 
and design major. 
Contact Ashleigh at 
balsamap@dukes.
jmu.edu.
ASHLEIGH BALSAMO |  sophisticated sass NAHLA ABOUTABL |  respect the riot
I don’t usually listen to Taylor Swift, nor do I care 
enough to watch her music videos, but the video 
for “Blank Space” is quite intriguing. It starts 
out very cute, with Swift singing about an 
extremely beautiful man. Unfortunately, 
the music video takes an unexpected turn. 
Swift starts beating the man up. And 
throwing things at him. It’s very abusive, 
appalling and all around bizarre. 
I’ve spoken many times about the 
double standards our society has 
when looking at gender inequality, 
especially when it comes to 
women’s rights. This in no way 
undermines the inequalities 
men face on a daily basis. 
Just  as  women are 
expected to dress, act 
and talk in a certain 
way, men are expected 
to fit society’s labels as 
well. 
Swift’s video touches 
on another double standard: 
domestic violence. Earlier last 
week in a rap battle, Eminem 
said he would punch Lana Del Rey, 
referencing the recent case of Ray 
Rice’s abuse to his then fiancee, Janay 
Palmer. His words were as follows: 
“B---- I’ll punch Lana Del Rey 
right in the face twice, like Ray 
Rice in broad daylight in the 
plain sight of the elevator 
surveillance til her head is 
banging on the railing, 
then celebrate with the 
Ravens.”





social media and news outlets, as they should. 
Domestic abuse is nothing to joke about nor should 
it be perpetuated in popular culture. Swift’s video does 
just that, except no one really notices because she’s a 
woman and the abuse victim is a man. 
I want you for a second to imagine that the roles 
were switched. It’s a man singing this song and 
he beats a woman. The Internet went crazy over 
Eminem’s lyrics (which weren’t accompanied by any 
visual depictions of abuse), but didn’t have as strong 
of a reaction to the “Blank Space” video. Not only that, 
but many girls and women have seen the video and 
liked it. 
What’s worse is many people don’t even notice that 
the man is being abused by Swift. I’ve asked friends to 
watch this video just so I can see their reactions and 
I can honestly say none of them even touched on the 
point that it was abusive in nature. When I told them 
about Eminem’s lyrics right after they watched Swift’s 
video however, they quickly said it’s abusive and that 
men shouldn’t hit women. 
Women shouldn’t hit men, either. If we as a 
society cannot be fair and equal when it comes to 
the most important of issues such as domestic abuse 
and violence, then we have failed. Abuse shouldn’t 
be perpetuated in pop culture in ways that young 
children could see as normal. 
Young children are easily influenced by pop culture, 
and Swift has a younger, more vulnerable audience 
than Eminem does.
This is why I think the “Blank Space” video is 
worse than Eminem’s appalling and violent lyrics. 
This is because, again, the video has reached a wider 
audience. It’s also because the abuse in the video goes 
virtually unnoticed by many, which allows it to instill 
and strengthen the already existing double standard 
when it comes to domestic violence. 
It’s our responsibility to call out those double 
standards so that gender equality is tangible. I can’t 
sit here and ask for equal rights as a woman but 
stay silent about a video in which a woman beats 
a man. Domestic abuse is disgusting and should 
come to an end no matter who the perpetrator is. 
Let’s not forget the words of Martin Luther King Jr. 
when he said “injustice anywhere is a threat to 
justice everywhere.” We either fight for all 
of our rights, or let such 
double  standards  g o 
unchallenged. 
Nahla Aboutabl is a 
junior political science 
and international affairs 
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SURPRISINGLY POLITE
MAGIC! performs at University Program Board’s fall concert, page 10.
The evolution of living
A look at the transition from on to off campus over the years
The Joshua Wilton House, located on South Main Street, once housed the Tau Kappa Epsilon fraternity in the 1970s until it was sold to the Macher family, who 
converted it to apartments. It was then sold to the Moore family, who added a restaurant kitchen and patio, converting it to the bed and breakfast it is today.
PHOTO COURTESY OF DAVID PLEASANTS
By KRISTEN BAKER
The Breeze
On the morning of Nancy Kruchko’s GRE in 1978, there was 
more snow on the ground than information crammed in her 
head. With a 12-inch thick blanket of snow covering the roads, 
Kruchko’s normal walk to campus was out of the question. 
Even driving a car or bus wasn’t possible.
That January, the university had 
reaffirmed its “no cancel” policy pro-
hibiting mass cancellation of classes at 
any time, and the morning of Kruchko’s 
GRE was no exception. So Kruchko, 
an extroverted speech pathology stu-
dent and social chair of Alpha Sigma 
Tau sorority, did what she had to do 
— and rode to campus on the back of 
a snowplow.
“Things have definitely changed,” 
Kruchko (’78) laughs. “You could never 
do something like that anymore.” And 
she’s certainly right.
Since 1908, JMU has undergone five 
name changes, and by the end of 1970, enrollment had just 
passed 4,000 students. Now, it’s five times that number at 
20,000 students.
The university’s population exploded at an unprecedented 
rate and as enrollment went up, so did the number of off-
campus student housing options.
”Pretty much everyone lived on campus when I was there,” 
Kruchko said. “The only time people moved off campus was 
their senior year or if they got married.”
Until her senior year, Kruchko lived in Eagle Hall. She then 
moved to Showalter Apartments on Pleasant Hill Road.  Dur-
ing the late ’70s, Showalter Apartments was home to more 
than 300 upperclassmen, and because JMU owned the apart-
ments, residents paid a semester rate and didn’t have to deal 
with bills for rent, utilities or heating.
Each apartment had a large living room and kitchen area, 
and housed four residents who each had their own bedrooms 
and bathrooms. When Kruchko and 
her three roommates moved in, they 
walked downtown to Leggett’s — a 
department store that was bought out 
and then changed its name to Belk in 
1998 and has since moved to its current 
Valley Mall location  — and bought 
matching curtains and bedspreads for 
their new home.
“It was kind of cool,” Kruchko said. 
“But to be perfectly honest, I really 
didn’t love it.”
Kruchko’s place was sandwiched 
between two apartments of men. She 
recalls trash piled high outside their 
doors with empty pizza boxes and mac ’n’ cheese packages 
— proving that college eating habits are one thing that hasn’t 
changed since the ’70s.
Like Kruchko, David Pleasants (’85) enjoyed living on cam-
pus until his senior year.
Pleasants, a finance major, baseball player and Tau Kappa 
Epsilon fraternity member who knew how to manage his time, 
see HISTORY, page 10
”Pretty much everyone lived 
on campus when I was there. 
The only time people moved 
off campus was their senior 
year or if they got married.”
Nancy Kruchko (‘78)
speech pathology student and social 








In 1938, Orson Welles captivated 
thousands of terrified Americans with 
his radio broadcast of “War of the 
Worlds.” In 2014, “Serial” is captivating 
thousands of Americans as the No.1 
podcast on iTunes. The established but 
underutilized form of entertainment 
known as the podcast is like a digital 
version of the radio.
“Serial” is a 
new podcast 
from the creators 
of “This American 
Life,” hosted by 
Sarah Koenig. 
“Serial” follows 
one true crime 
story for the whole season. Since the 
show is serialized, each week airs a 
new episode that builds on information 
from the previous one.
The program bases itself on an actual 
crime story to entertain and intrigue 
the viewers.
Season one follows the story of a 
girl named Hae Min Lee, a senior at 
Woodlawn High School in Baltimore 
County, Maryland. She disappears 
on Jan. 13, 1999, and a month later 
her body turns up in the city park. 
Throughout the season, the characters 
try to figure out what happened to Lee, 
looking closely at her boyfriend, Adnan 
and his friend Jay, who claims he 
helped Adnan bury Lee’s body.
I planned to only listen to the hour-
long first episode in one sitting, but as 
soon as the first one was over I found 
myself shirking other duties to listen 
to more and more of the show. The 
program is strangely addicting. I didn’t 
think that I would enjoy just listening 
to something since I’m so used to 
visuals, especially in the technology 
age that I’ve grown up in, but I was 
captivated by the show’s lack of visual 
frills and hard focus on the story. 
The show’s format is primarily 
Koenig’s comments and readings with 
interrogation clips and interviews 
mixed in. This is highly effective 
because it keeps the listener from 
getting bored by hearing just one voice 
for such a long time. The pacing is also 
brilliant. Koenig repeats information 
for emphasis and plays interview 
segments for long enough so that the 
audience can easily understand. I’m 
impressed that such a balance could be 
achieved in this type of format.
Format and pacing aside, the case 
itself is fascinating. It involves love, 
deceit, courtroom drama and — the 
most fascinating part for me — it’s all 
real. 
The main problem that I have with 
most true crime programming is that 
no matter how well done it is, it has 
an ambulance-chasing, exploitative 
nature behind it that could reopen the 
wounds of those close to the victim 
all in the name of entertainment. 
However, “Serial” is an exception to 
that rule, because there are still so 
many questions remaining about 
the case. If this program can, in fact, 
provide new evidence or insight into 
the case, then it would all be worth it. 
In this case, I see the potential benefits 
outweighing the costs.
If nothing in terms of evidence does 
come of it, the show was at least an 
entertaining and thought-provoking 
way to spend a few hours. “Serial” is 
the perfect thing to binge watch — or 
binge listen to — over the Thanksgiving 
break.
For full episodes and more 
information, go to the “Serial” website 
at serialpodcast.org.
Mike Dolzer is a freshman 
writing, rhetoric and technical 






I didn’t think that I would 
enjoy just listening to 
something since I’m so 
used to visuals, especially 
in the technology age that I 
have grown up in, but I was 
captivated by the show’s 
lack of visual frills and 
hard focus on the story. 
PODCAST REVIEW |  MikeTV
RUNNER |  Cheers of onlookers are an ‘extra bonus’
ERIN WILLIAMS / THE BREEZE
Vance LeMasters, the JMU Runner, began running on his track team 
in middle school and has been competing in marathons ever since.
from front
 
Rocky — keep going!” help motivate 
LeMasters to continue.
Training for these races is no easy 
feat, yet somehow LeMasters fits his 
Rocky Balboa running schedule around 
his truck driving job, which requires 
him to drive to and from Philadelphia 
every weeknight.
He also finds time to support JMU. 
“Number 30” is just one way LeMasters 
shows his pride; he has been a fan for 25 
years, getting his vintage running out-
fit from the basketball team’s recycled 
clothing. 
LeMasters’ 22-year-old son, Jesse, 
recalls growing up playing sports with 
his dad as his biggest fan.
“He’d always be at all of the games 
and always be the loudest person out 
in the stands.” Jesse said.
“I see him at every women’s  [bas-
ketball] game,” Senior health sciences 
major and devoted basketball fan Katie 
Flynn said. “He sits in the student 
section.” 
According to Flynn, LeMasters is 
consistently invested in every game. 
He has a loud whistle that pierces 
through the natural hum of fans in the 
bleachers.
Women’s basketball coach Kenny 
Brooks said he truly appreciates 
LeMasters’ “support of [the] program 
and JMU athletics.” 
Students, staff and police on campus 
all know of LeMasters and enjoy seeing 
him around.
The biggest lesson JMU Police Offi-
cer David Conley has learned from 
LeMasters?
“One time he told me, ‘You get out of 
life what you put into it,’” Conley said. 
“And you know, too many people don’t 
put enough into their life.” 
LeMasters says the high-fives, cheers 
and words of inspiration from students 
and staff are the “extra bonus.”
Sometimes, races need to be fueled 
with more support than usual. His worst 
race was a half marathon last sum-
mer in Leesburg, Virginia. Expecting a 
beautiful run through the orchards of 
wine country, LeMasters and his oldest 
daughter awoke to  90-degree weahther 
at 8 a.m.
“After mile 10, my body said, ‘Enough 
of this stuff, man. I’m done,’” he said. 
“Finishing in [two hours and 27 min-
utes] that day due to the brutal heat, 
LeMasters remains confident that he 
will someday surpass one of his big-
gest goals.
“I’m still going to break two hours 
in a half marathon, [one hour and 40 
minutes] would be awesome,” LeMas-
ters said. 
“Fifty-some” years of running behind 
him, LeMasters does it now more for 
health, but still enjoys himself.
To see LeMasters in action, you can 
catch him on his typical route: starting 
on Stone Spring Road, past Rocking-
ham Memorial Hospital, down Port 
Republic Road, then on to South Main 
Street. The hills pose no obstacle to 
LeMasters, though one neighborhood 
street is a little extreme, which he signi-
fied with a sharply angled hand. 
Even after all these years, there’s 
no reason for LeMasters to ever stop 
running.
“You always have one good race left 
in you,” he said. 
CONTACT Robyn Murray at 
murrayrn@dukes.jmu.edu.
from page 9
found a four-bedroom house on West Market Street to be 
his home for senior year. 
“There weren’t a lot of campus housing communities,” 
Pleasants said. “A lot of people lived in Squire Hill but a lot 
of people had houses on Old South High where 10 people 
lived there and shared one bathroom.”
Pleasants lived with three men he knew from freshman 
year in a huge house behind the old Harrisonburg High 
School, which is now Memorial Hall. He paid around $120 
per month for rent. Combined, all four tenants’ monthly 
rent barely exceeded $500.
When Pleasants was a student, the drinking age was 
18, beer was 20 cents, Tuesday was ladies’ night at JM’s 
Pub — now Buffalo Wild Wings — and JMU’s enrollment 
was around 9,000 students.
“I can’t even imagine being a student there now,” Pleas-
ants said. “It’s gotten huge … when I was there it really 
wasn’t big and people were just starting to realize there 
was an investment in building off-campus housing.”
Lon Pringle saw the growth when he arrived in 1988 
as a transfer student from a small college in Ohio.
Pringle, a history major who had never set foot on JMU’s campus 
until his first day of classes, came to JMU knowing that on-campus 
housing wasn’t guaranteed for transfer students. Pringle lived in 
the last available room in the last available apartment in Hunters 
Ridge for his first three years.
It wasn’t until graduate school that Pringle freed himself of a 
roommate and moved to Slantville, a downtown neighborhood off 
East Grattan Street that was home to mostly families.
“That side of town was just awesome,” Pringle said. “As I got older, 
it was nice to know another part of Harrisonburg.”
Pringle loved the uniqueness of the older homes downtown. He 
admired that every room was different and enjoyed decorating his 
small space with Christmas lights and tapestries. But at the same 
time, developers saw an increase in student demand and Pringle 
considers his time at JMU “the start of construction.”
By the time Pringle earned his teacher’s certification in 1995, 
Forest Hills was a desirable place to live, and the Com-
mons, now known as Campus Edge and “Trashby” Ashby, 
now known as The Harrison and previously known as 
University Fields, were under development; Devonshire 
townhomes was transforming from single-family homes 
to student houses and the norm for on-campus living 
changed to two years.
The 1990s were huge for campus construction — both 
on and off — but construction is anything but over. As 
new student neighborhoods, campus buildings and ren-
ovations continue to be built year by year, students can 
expect where and how they live to continue to change.
By 2008, when Jenna Creel, an English major, grad-
uated with her master’s degree, Foxhill Townhomes, 
South View, Stone Gate and Sunchase apartments had 
all popped up to house students, and Ashby Crossing 
(now known as The Harrison) was “the place to be” if 
you wanted to party.
However, Charleston Townes, Copper Beech Town-
homes, North 38 Apartments, 865 East, Urban Exchange 
and Aspen Heights Harrisonburg didn’t exist — these 
were all built within the last six years. By next fall, the 
Apartments on Grace Street, an on-campus residence hall in the 
style of off-campus apartments, will be complete.
As the most popular places to live change and new student com-
plexes go up seemingly overnight, one thing is for sure — no one 
will be taking the snowplow to school from their off-campus home, 
wherever that may be.
ContaCt Kristen Baker at bakerkl@dukes.jmu.edu.
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Canadian pop-reggae band serenades audience with love-themed set list
By Dominique lategano
The Breeze
For those lucky enough to catch the 
MAGIC! concert on Thursday night, the 
band provided more than just “Rude” 
on repeat. Presented by JMU’s University 
Program Board, the Toronto-based band 
performed pop-oriented music with a reg-
gae touch.
Wilson Hall was transformed from a 
classic, old-fashioned theater to a bounc-
ing crowd of excited women complete with 
disco ball lights. The auditorium wasn’t 
quite full, but that didn’t keep the crowd 
from dancing during the entire set.
Opening with “Don’t Kill The Magic!,” 
the crowd basked in a trippy color-chang-
ing light projection, complementing 
MAGIC!’s musical style. 
“There’s something I’m supposed to 
say,” said Nasri Atweh, the lead singer of 
MAGIC!. A few thoughtful seconds later, 
Atweh remembered JMU’s signature 
chant, greeted the crowd with “J-M-U” 
and received the familiar response of, 
“DUUUUUKES” from the students.
The ongoing theme of the set list was 
love. MAGIC! made its appreciation for 
JMU very apparent, singling out women 
in the front row to serenade several times 
during the show. 
“He was all about the girls; it seemed like 
every five minutes he was saying, ‘Come 
on baby’ or, ‘Come on girls!’ to the crowd,” 
Rachel Lenchner, a 
senior anthropology and 
hospitality double major 
and concert attendee, 
said. 
Lenchner’s favorite 
song was “Let Your Hair 
Down,” a slower tune 
with the lyrics, “To me 
you are more than just 
skin and bones, you are 
elegance and freedom 
and everything I know.”
M i d w a y  t h r o u g h 
MAGIC!’s set, Atweh 
encouraged the crowd 
to “not be shy” and 
“come closer,” resulting 
in a mass of excited women storming to 
the foot of the stage, only to be returned 
to their seats by security.
Getting quite friendly with the mic 
stand, most of MAGIC!’s set included hip 
gyrations and “mic dancing,” as senior 
communication studies and psychol-
ogy double major Angela Constantino 
described it. 
Opening the night was reggae rock ska 
band Dale and the ZDubs. They enter-
tained the crowd with 
various songs off their 
new album “Clear The 
Smoke,” as well as reggae-
infused covers of Lil Jon’s 
“Get Low” and the Red 
Hot Chili Peppers’ “Give It 
Away Now.”
The lead singer, Dale 
Rodman, fit in well with 
the rest of JMU’s student 
body with his friendly 
personality. He eagerly 
met nearly half the crowd 
before the show as well as 
after their set, providing 
endless selfies and free 
DZD koozies.
Rodman didn’t discriminate against 
age, and offered a koozie to 9-year-old 
Andrew Hickey, but only after he prom-
ised to only drink juice from it.
Hickey was one of the youngest 
members of the crowd. Accompanying 
him were his parents, James Hickey, a 
former JMU student and his wife Tamara.
The Hickey family, from Augusta Coun-
ty, heard about MAGIC! coming to JMU on 
Q101 and jumped at the opportunity to see 
the band live.
“They were really awesome!” Andrew 
said.
Between recording and dancing, the 
show reached its climax when Atweh 
jumped off the stage into the crowd, giv-
ing those in the front row a chance to be 
up close and personal.
MAGIC! finished off the night with their 
hit single and claim to fame, “Rude.” The 
crowd was too busy grabbing for their cell-
phones to produce a loud cheer, but it was 
apparent by the sea of lit up phone screens 
that it was the highlight of the show.
With a fun rhyming of “JMU Dukes!” to 
the end lyrics of “Rude,” the concert was 
over. MAGIC! provided a thirsty Thurs-
day more memorable than most for the 
couple hundred JMU students who chose 
MAGIC! over tequila.
ContaCt Dominique Lategano 
at lategada@dukes.jmu.edu.
photos by matt schmachtenberg / the breeze
TOP Lead singer of MAGIC! Nasri Atweh gestures out to the crowd during the University Program Board’s fall concert last Thursday. LEFT Dale Rodman, lead singer of the opening band Dale and 
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history | popular student housing has changed over the decades
Tuesday was ladies’ night at JM’s Pub in 1985. The building is now Buffalo Wild Wings.
“he was all about the 
girls; it seemed like 
every five minutes 
he was saying, ‘come 
on baby’ or, ‘come on 
girls!’ to the crowd.”
rachel lenchner
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dukeS Strive for more
after winning a national championship in the spring, women’s club 
basketball works to reach that same level again. 
read more at breezejmu.org/sports. 
Playoffs? You kidding me? 
New system benefits the most important group: fans
By stEphEn proffitt
The Breeze
I love how any of Fraser and my jabs toward one 
another are a week delayed. Honestly, I haven’t 
seen the man in person since this whole column got 
the green flag. For all I know, he’s hunkered down 
in a sleepy midwestern city living off Red Bulls and 
gas station sandwiches. 
Fraser, do you want to get lunch sometime this 
week? Like noon on Wednes-
day at Gibbons Hall? You seem 
to have a lot of time on your 
hands to keep track of this so-
called scoreboard between us. 
My mom taught me that every-
one was a winner, but maybe 
that was just because everyone 
else around me was a loser.
Fraser thinks college football is the greatest sport 
ever. Personally, I think it’s a nightmare health-wise. 
However, the implementation of a four-team play-
off system this season represents lengthy strides to 
desperately improve an ever-dying infrastructure. 
 I’m going to take a different view on this playoff 
question. I’m going to talk from an Football Cham-
pionship Subdivision perspective.
I’ve been saying that FCS does it right. In 2012, 
they approved an expansion from a 20-team to a 
24-team playoff bracket for the 2013 season. I’m 
sold that the very best team wins every year. 
Sans a playoff system, have any of the past cham-
pions that have come out of the BCS National 
Championship game been the best team in college 
football? The Florida State’s, Auburn’s, Alabama’s. 
The list goes on. Were they the absolute best? I’m 
not about to say one way or another, but surely a 
playoff structure begins to remedy this question.    
 While a selection committee is bound to have 
subjective views rooted in capitalistic injustices, a 
final four, if you will, is reason for me to give these 
games some attention come January. 
 No longer are we force fed a biased national 
championship game which has historically dis-
criminated on schools not in a part of one of the 
major conferences. Now the next step would be to 
incrementally add to the structure. Bump it to eight 
teams after a few successful seasons and maybe 
even cap it at an ideal 16-team playoff system. 
  I’m not sure if this new system is making the 
regular season more exciting, per say. I still think 
there’s an unnecessary need for perfection in a sea-
son. Losing one game shouldn’t completely, and I 
stress completely, ruin your season. If you lose a 
game in week four with your running back on the 
bench with a tweaked ankle, it shouldn’t wipe out 
of the postseason discussion. But that’s the current 
philosophy in this sport, and I’m not sure it’ll ever 
change.
At the end of the day, it falls on all parties 
involved, especially the fans, to ensure this new 
era of college football succeeds.
Annually, fans from far and wide spend exorbi-
tant amounts of money to see their favorite teams 
play at home and on the road. Doing the consumer 
right should always be the main goal in any busi-
ness, and up until this point, they have not been 
treated to a fair champion. Without democra-
cy, we are nothing. It’s nice to see a small swing 
in perception focused toward the fans, who will 
always be the most powerful financial constituents.
ContaCt Stephen Proffitt at 
proffittjs@gmail.com. 
By ryan frasEr 
contributing writer 
I love this week’s column.  For one, Ste-
phen hates college football. He would 
rather listen to the D-Hall music selec-
tion for a week straight then talk NCAA 
pigskin. Second, I love college football. 
All that being neither here nor there, we 
are here this week to talk about the new 
College Football Play-
off and its validity. 
No other sport in 
America can com-
pete with the kinds of 
seasons that college 
football has offered. 
The mantra,“Ever y 
game matters” wasn’t 
a façade or a hyperbole. Every game was 
a playoff  — one loss would severely hurt 
your chances of a championship, and two 
would destroy it (ignore the 2007 Louisi-
ana State University team).  People would 
argue it was unfair that a loss early in the 
season could ruin the whole year. As an 
Alabama fan, I’ve been on both sides, but 
as a college football fan, knowing that any 
game could decide the national champion 
was exciting, exhilarating and exhausting. 
With all that said, I was on both sides of 
the fence. I wanted the excitement, but I 
also wanted a true champion.  Insert the 
new four-team playoff.  At the end of the 
year, we’ll have a committee of people, 
ranging from college athletic directors to 
former players to former Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice, decide on the final four 
best teams in the nation to play for it all. 
At first I wasn’t sure how this season 
would start off or how it would be impact-
ed. It turns out that it wasn’t, and college 
football is more popular than ever. The 
regular season is just as exciting as ever. 
Every game still matters because, at the 
end of the day, if you keep winning they 
can’t keep you away (Marshall be quiet 
in the corner, you don’t count). In fact, I 
would say that the playoff enhances the 
season. You still have a chance after a loss, 
and as the talent gap decreases across 
the country, don’t be surprised to see a 
national champion within the next five to 
seven years with three losses. 
Again, there are detractors who say that 
four teams aren’t enough, or that the com-
mittee is free to vote for whomever they 
so choose. I’m one who thinks that four 
teams isn’t enough, and that eight teams 
is the magic number. But I think baby steps 
are needed in this accord, and that we’ll 
hit the eight teams once the NCAA real-
izes how much money it can get from an 
eight-team tournament.
College football has it, they have found 
the magic elixir that is a popular season, 
and what I am sure will be an incredible 
rating for the playoff. I know Stephen 
will say that schedules are soft, or that 
only the SEC will get looked at. But I can 
only say one thing to him: ROLL TIDE. 
ContaCt Ryan Fraser at 
fraserrc@dukes.jmu.edu. 
The best sports season only gets better 
proffitt & frasEr |  double take   
 
Dukes sprint to 2-0 start
Jmu beats both No. 23 uCLA and St. Bonaventure at home to tip off the season 
womEn’s BaskEtBall (2-0)
Junior guard Angela Mickens scored 11 points and dished out five assists in Sunday’s 76-43 win over St. Bonaventure University. The Dukes beat both St. Bonaventure and UCLA this weekend. 
dANieL SteiN / tHe BreeZe
By roBErt williams 
The Breeze 
The JMU women’s basketball team is on a roll already, 
and according to head coach Kenny Brooks, their best is 
yet to come.
The Dukes began their season on Friday afternoon, 
knocking off the No. 23-ranked University of California, 
Los Angeles 91-87 at the Convocation Center. Then, back at 
the Convo on Sunday, JMU finished off the weekend with 
a 76-43 win over St. Bonaventure University.
On a rough shooting night Friday, as JMU shot 35.1 per-
cent from the field as a team,  junior guard Precious Hall 
led the Dukes with 25 points as the game went down to 
the wire.
“I challenged her and I said, ‘You have to be our Pre-
cious Hall,’’’ Brooks said. “I even talked to her during the 
game. I said, ‘You need to be like Kobe Bryant. I don’t care 
if you go 0 for 35, as long as you’re confident that the 36th 
one is going to go in.’’’
And, indeed, confidence was the main thing. According 
to Hall, she never lost hope in herself.
“I knew my shots weren’t falling,” Hall said. “Everybody 
had confidence in me shooting the ball, but I had to find 
some way to get my team back up. At the free throw line, 
I just needed to take my time.
Nevertheless, she was assisted on both ends by red-
shirt senior Lauren Okafor, who poured in 16 points and 
a career-high 16 rebounds. Senior forward Toia Giggetts 
also finished with 16 points. 
“I just really wanted to do anything that I could to help 
my team,” Okafor said. “That’s always been my motive. 
That’s always been my goal.”
UCLA capitalized on the Dukes’ mistakes in the first half. 
These efforts were led by junior guard Nirra Fields and 
freshman guard Jordin Canada, who combined for 41 of 
the team’s points.
However, the Dukes seemed to have come out of the 
locker room with a different mindset, starting the half with 
a 13-4 run and forcing the Bruins to turn the ball over and 
shoot contested shots.
“Seeing that we were down, I kept telling them in the 
locker room that this [UCLA] team, they’re a very young 
team,” Okafor said. “They kind of got relaxed during that 
halftime point, because they thought that they had us. And 
I [said], ‘This is our time to capitalize, get back, and show 
them who we really are.’”
Also, Giggetts and redshirt junior guard Jazmon Gwath-
mey began to go after the opposition after a slow start in 
the first half.
“I just tried to do the little things, just to get my team 
hype and anything to help them,” Giggetts said. “If my 
shots weren’t falling, I tried to get rebounds, hustle plays, 
anything to help my team.”
The Bruins still remained close on the scoreboard as the 
Dukes continued to battle back. Then, with 21 seconds to 
play, junior guard Destiny Jones stole a UCLA pass, which 
led to two made free throws by Hall which to send the 
game into overtime.
From there, the Dukes turned up their defensive inten-
sity, and secured the 91-87 win. 
Then on Sunday, the Dukes gathered at center court 
to watch the unveiling of their 2013-14 Colonial Athletic 
Association championship and NCAA tournament ban-
ners before beating St. Bonaventure. 
“It was a great win,” Brooks said Sunday. “It wasn’t 
always pretty, but I think that’s expected at the beginning 
of the season. A lot of teams are trying to figure out who 
they are, ourselves included,but I’m very proud of our kids. 
I thought we found different ways to score. Good win, 2-0 
for the weekend and the kids came out, responded and 
were very focused.”
The Dukes attacked the boards, out-rebounding 
St. Bonaventure 53-27. Okafor lead the Dukes with 14 
rebounds.
Hall led the team once again with 19 points. Giggetts 
and Angela Mickens also had notable performances with 
12 and 11 points respectively. 
Mickens assumed the role as one of the go-to players in 
these two games, effectively driving through the heart of 
the defense and taking the opportunity to take what was 
given to her, even behind the arc.
“The coach said to ‘shoot it,’’’Mickens said. “I’m just the 
Energizer Bunny. It’s just about staying high and staying 
hungry. That’s just been my mentality.”
Freshmen also contributed to the Dukes’ efforts on Sun-
day. Guard Hailee Barron finished with three points, while 
guard Candice Williams and forward Carley Brew finished 
with two points apiece.
The Dukes will gear up again to play American Univer-
sity on Thursday in Washington, DC.
ContaCt Robert Williams at willi2rj@dukes.jmu.edu. 
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2014 – 15 Ski Season 
(December – March)
Free Benefits















• Family Adventure Park Attendants*
• Family Adventure Park  
Attendants
• Rental Shop Attendants
• Ski/Snowboard Instructors 
(no teaching experience necessary)
• Ski/Snowboard Tuning & Repair Techs*
• Snow Makers*
• Learning Center Desk 
• Phone Operators
• Recreation Desk/Ice Rink Attendants
• Cashiers*
• Zip Line Guides* 















With a win streak and play-
off implications on the line, JMU 
seemed to have entered a grudge 
match at E. Claiborne Robins Sta-
dium in Richmond on Saturday 
afternoon.
Yet with a final scoreline of 55-20 
the Dukes emerged with a clearer 
look into the Football Champion-
ship Subdivision playoff picture. No. 
25-ranked JMU’s win over No. 
14-ranked rival University of Rich-
mond came in record-breaking 
fashion. The Dukes are now 8-3 
overall and 5-2 in the Colonial Ath-
letic Association, extending their win 
streak to six games.
“Richmond’s a good team, don’t 
get me wrong about that,” redshirt 
junior quarterback Vad Lee said. 
“We really wanted this game. It was 
just in due time that we put every-
thing together and really executed 
on both sides and special teams.”
The Dukes were backed by a fair 
share of JMU fans at the game. Some even brought the purple and 
gold streamers that are usually found at Bridgeforth Stadium. 
“We’re all about energy and juice as we say all the time,” Lee said. 
“Just to have our fans support, to have our fans right behind us … 
it was just awesome to have the JMU Dukes here.”
One thing the team emphasized heading into Richmond was 
jumping out of the starting gates early. And the Dukes were suc-
cessful in doing so by scoring 31 points and racking up 323 offensive 
yards in the first half.
Richmond (7-4, 4-3 CAA) received opening kickoff, but were 
forced to punt later in that drive. The Dukes made their first mark 
of the scoreboard on their first offensive drive of the game as Lee 
connected with senior wide receiver DeAndre’ Smith on a 93-yard 
touchdown pass. It was the longest pass play in JMU football history. 
The points were the first of 55 on the day for the Dukes, the most 
points JMU has ever scored against Richmond in the matchup’s 
32-game history. The previous high was 47 points in a 47-42 Dukes 
victory over the Spiders in Oct. 1991. Saturday also marked the most 
points the Dukes have scored in a game since a 58-20 win against 
Towson University in Nov. 2008.
Lee and Smith also had career days for themselves. The Dukes’ 
offense couldn’t get the run game going, and was held to under 
100 yards rushing on the day, meaning the passing game needed 
to come up big. Coming into the game JMU had generated close 
to 240 rushing yards per game.
Richmond head coach Danny Rocco said postgame that the Spi-
ders tried to cage in JMU’s running game, specifically Lee. But in 
turn, Rocco said that Lee destroyed the Spiders’ defense through 
the air and that he admired Lee’s poise in the pocket. 
“That [Lee’s poise] was something that maybe I didn’t recognize 
coming into the game,” Rocco said. “And he really doesn’t just run 
around trying to run the ball, he moves around to extend the play.”
Lee threw for 433 yards on the day, breaking his own JMU single-
game record. The previous record was his own single-game record 
of 406 yards, which he set on Sept. 20 against Villanova University. 
Lee also rewrote the JMU single season passing yards record of 
2,728, having now thrown for 3,066 total yards this season after 
Saturday’s game. He’s the first quarterback in JMU history to throw 
for 3,000 yards in a season. 
But the list doesn’t stop there. Lee also set the JMU season 
records for pass attempts with 405 and completions with 228.
“I just say I’m blessed. I’m blessed to be part of a great team,” Lee 
said. “I’m blessed to be a part of a great university, great coaching 
staff, and just some teammates. We bonded since day one.” 
Smith set a personal career record on the day with his 128 receiv-
ing yards. It was only his second career game with 100 receiving 
yards, both coming against Richmond at Robins Stadium.
The Dukes lost their leading receiver, redshirt junior tight end 
Deane Cheatham, to injury during their 27-24 win at Stony Brook 
University last week. Tight ends redshirt freshman Brandon Brown 
and freshman Jonathan Kloosterman filled Cheatham’s shoes 
nicely, having three receptions for 
48 yards and two receptions for 37 
yards respectively.
“We put the next guy in the game 
and expect him to do the job, and 
that’s what’s happened,” head coach 
Everett Withers said.
However, all the points the Dukes 
scored didn’t come from their high-
ly rated offense. The Dukes’ defense 
displayed a performance that could 
back any believer of the saying “The 
best offense is a good defense.”
Redshirt sophomore cornerback 
Taylor Reynolds had a standout 
game against the Spiders, notching 
two of JMU’s three interceptions, 
returning both for touchdowns. His 
101 interception return yards set a 
school record. 
Reynolds said his performance 
reflects the things the Dukes work 
on in practice. 
“Every play is a takeaway, that’s 
our motto,” Reynolds said.
On top of that, Reynolds forced 
two fumbles and recorded eight 
tackles with two pass breakups.
Six different Dukes found the end zone on the day — Lee, Smith, 
Reynolds, redshirt senior running back Jauan Latney, sophomore 
wide receiver Rashard Davis and redshirt senior wide receiver Dan-
iel Brown. 
JMU scored 27 points on five Richmond turnovers. It was the 
second week in a row Richmond gave the ball away five times.
But the Dukes’ defense didn’t escape Richmond unscathed.
With less than a minute to play in the first half, the Dukes were 
called for two targeting penalties on back-to-back plays at the end of 
the first half. As a result, senior safety Dean Marlowe and freshman 
safety Aaron Peak were both ejected from the game, forcing the 
Dukes to play the second half without both of their starting safeties. 
The call was Marlowe’s third targeting penalty, and subsequently 
his third ejection of the season. Withers declined to comment spe-
cifically on the issues after the game.
“I better not,” Withers said with  laugh, when asked if he would 
share his thoughts on the calls after the game.  
However, as has been the trend for the Dukes this season, others 
were able to step up. For the second consecutive week, the Dukes 
held their opponent off the scoreboard in the second half.
JMU hosts Elon University (1-10, 0-7 CAA) next weekend to 
close out the regular season. The Phoenix lost 24-17 to the Uni-
versity of Maine at home on Saturday. Kickoff at Bridgeforth next 
Saturday is at noon. 
cOnTacT Richie Bozek at breezesports@gmail.com. 
Mark Owen / The breeze
JMU breaks records, improves its chances at playoffs
Dukes keep on rolling
Senior wide receiver DeAndre’ Smith beats a defender down the sideline. Smith had a career-high 128 receiving yards on the day.
FOOTBall (8-3)
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“Where JMU buys their diamonds”
JAMES MCHONE JEWELRY
*All of  our diamonds are graded by an on staff  GIA Diamond Graduate
Visit us at 75 S. Court Square Harrisonburg or www.mchonejewelry.com
Platinum 1.73cts. Princess Cut Diamond Ring 
GIA Certified 1.73 cts D VVS2
This Week $12,500Special discounts for JMU students for all sorts of events and parties.
Holiday  Special Discounts
9 Students to Washington Dullues or 
Reagan Airports - $500.00
9 Students to Baltimore 
Washington Airport - $600.00
Discounts also apply for Washington Union Station 
& Charlotsville & Richmond Airports.
Reservation Required. 
Timberville Stretch Limousine LLC
Introducing a new Limousine service serving 
the Harrisonburg & all the surrounding areas. 
540.908.5511









Full time school year.
Requires bachelor's degree
and QMHP status in the
Human Services field; one
year experience with youth
having mental health
diagnoses. Crossroads
Counseling Center is a drug
and alcohol free workplace.













Pet Friendly, 1-3BR Proper-




8 bed 3bath house 144 N










House  For  Rent  2015/2016
Maryland Ave 1/4 mile from
Campus Fenced in Backyard.
4 bedrooms 3full baths 2 full
kitchens Large rec room.
Group  lease  $1475.00  per
month  Contact:  Greg
540 560 3833.
gpfaff1@comcast.net
Large Student Friendly Vic-
torian house now renting for
fall,  2014,  has  four  bed-
rooms plus a bonus room of-
fice or den with separate en-
trance  and  bike  storage
room,  2  full  baths,  living
room,  eat-in  kitchen,  hard-
wood  floors,  large  front
porch  w/  swing,  Wi-Fi  con-
nection, all major kitchen ap-
pliances, Washer/ Dryer, new
roof, newly painted exterior,
off  street  parking  for  4  -5
vehicles, 8 blocks from JMU,
4 blocks from Court Square
H’burg.  NO  PETS.  $1500
month.  Call  540-810-3631
Oriental Market
Taste of Thai
Sushi & Asian Fusion




921 S. High St
Harrisonburg, VA 22801
540.432.6157
Open 7 Days a Week
Lunch & Dinner                                                                                                                                                             
917 S. High Street 
Harrisonburg, VA  22801
540.801.8878   
                                                                         
Sunday - Saturday 8:30am - 10:00pm
www.restaurantbeyond.com
www.facebook.com/restaurantbeyond
Open Daily for Lunch & Dinner
Daily Specials     Outdoor Dining    Private Banquet Room
Specializing in Asian & Hispanic 
Products including fresh produce
Family owned & operated. 
Gourmet Thai Cuisine. 
Private Banquet Rooms
Dukes ready to move on after loss to U.Va.
Team looks to learn from Friday’s game as it focuses on tonight’s matchup against Radford
Men’S BaSketBall (0-1)
By Stephen proffitt 
The Breeze 
Quite a few instructional mementos came from Friday’s game 
against the University of Virginia. These lessons are arguably of more 
value to JMU than Friday’s 28-point loss, 79-51.   
The fact of the matter is, a game of such nature is a double-edged 
sword.  In some ways, an expected loss is coupled with the fact that 
it’s hard to gauge a team after playing a highly-favored opponent. 
 “This is not going to tip the scales for our season,” head coach 
Matt Brady said postgame Friday. “I did this exact same thing last 
year. We played Virginia, we lost. I told everyone they’re going to do 
that same thing to their own league.”
 Last season, the Dukes opened up the season at U.Va. with a 61-41 
loss. JMU recorded an 11-20 record, while the Cavaliers rambled to 
a 30-7 campaign — 16-2 in the Atlantic Coast Conference, securing 
the regular season ACC championship. They made it to the region-
als of the NCAA tournament. 
Brady, in his seventh season at JMU, is right. Friday’s game, seen 
by a sold-out crowd of 6,782, will likely have little to no bearing on 
the real trajectory of the Dukes’ season. 
The need for these games, however, is real because of their value 
to a team like JMU. In a way, Friday’s game was a seminar and U.Va. 
was the guest speaker. The Dukes saw what a strong, defensively-
sound basketball team plays like.
 “One of the things that I think is really impressive about the Uni-
versity of Virginia is how well they share the basketball and how 
well they recognize their awareness for each other on the court at 
all times,” Brady said.  
Virginia consistently had the open shot as if they were playing 
with six men on the court. In a man-to-man defensive set, JMU got 
beat time and time again. None of that was made more evident than 
down low in the paint, where Virginia logged 36 of their points. In 
doing so, head coach Tony Bennett’s Cavaliers held Brady’s Dukes 
to a mere eight inside. 
“It’s very hard to score in the lane against the University of Vir-
ginia,” Brady said. “One, because they’ve got great size. Two, they 
double the post. The only pass you can throw is back out. That’s why 
they won 30 games last season. I didn’t go into this game thinking 
we’d score a lot of points in the post.”
With a congested lane, JMU heaved shots from deep, 26 to be 
exact, connecting on eight of them. 
“I feel like we’re not patient enough,” sophomore forward Yohan-
ny Dalembert said. “In the first half or the second half. Just launching 
it.”
Dalembert concluded it would never be sustainable from here on 
out to throw up that many shots. But the Dukes will likely not face 
that dominant of a defense the rest of the year. 
Both junior guard Andre Nation and sophomore forward Tom 
Vodanovich were spotted in the building Friday night. The play-
ers were serving the first of their five and two-game suspensions, 
respectively. 
Nationa and Vodanovich represented nearly 20 points per game 
from last year’s team, but were strutting around the Convocation 
Center’s lower concourse, not available to play. Many looked at 
junior point guard Ron Curry to help make up the difference, but 
he was silenced. Curry got on the board at the 16:56 mark in the sec-
ond half and that was all the Dukes would get out of him offensively. 
A silver lining was freshman Hari Hall. Checking in at the first 
media timeout in the half, Hall spent the next 16 minutes netting 15 
points, including 12 from downtown. U.Va.’s defense in the second 
half kept him quiet down the stretch though. 
“I guess they realized I could shoot,” Hall said. “They played me 
tighter off screens and pop-ins.” 
As a 6-foot-7 forward, Hall can create havoc for a structured 
defense. His performance caught the eye of  head coach Tony 
Bennett, who deemed him a “shooting four-man.”
“We need[ed] mobile guys to guard these four men, who are 
like guards,” Bennett said.
Brady was practical about Hall’s performance, stating his need 
for defensive improvement. 
Another takeaway was freshman guard Joey McLean’s 
raw speed. Getting 32 minutes of floor time, the 160-pound 
Greensboro, North Carolina native did much of the dirty work. 
His gritty play harkens back to the days of Humpty Hitchens. As 
the lightest player on the team, physical endurance will be vital 
going forward through a long season.
Next up for JMU is tonight’s matchup against Radford Uni-
versity at 7 p.m. at the Convocation Center. Then the Dukes stay 
in Harrisonburg to take on Longwood University at 7 p.m. on 
Wednesday. 
ContaCt Stephen Proffitt at proffittjs@gmail.com. 
Holly Warfield / THe breeze
Freshman forward Hari Hall was a bright spot for JMU in Friday’s 79-51 loss to the University of Virginia. Hall finished with a team-high 15 points.
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Come sign with us! 
(540) 438-0401 harrisonburg@cbeech.com








r? in copper beech, what about you?!
YOu can, but  hurry!
there are limited 
units available
Oh man, I want to live there too!
